[Intra-arterial lysis therapy in acute limb ischemia. Technical possibilities and limits of indication].
Acute limb ischemia is associated with a high risk of death and loss of the extremity. To restore the blood flow, several percutaneous thrombolytic techniques were developed. To achieve a targeted thrombus infiltration, the continuous application of low-dose urokinase or recombinant tissue plasminogen activator using a specific lysis catheter with sideholes is preferable. Concerning the amputation-free survival, thrombolysis is superior to surgery for occlusions of native vessels or bypass grafts that are not older than 2 weeks. Furthermore, the percutaneous approach permits the simultaneous treatment of the underlying lesion by angioplasty or stent implantation after dissolution of the occluding thrombus. The higher risk of complications must be balanced against risks of surgery in each patient.